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Band/album: The Orangeburg Massacre, Moorea
Label: Pluto
For fans of: violent screamo, hardcore, The Jonbenet, The Used, Refused 
Here's what it is: Hey girls, don't mistake this for metal, it's distinctly
intellectual screamo. Musically it's built on simple principles; mostly raw,
chaotic instrumentation, lightning tempos and some heavy breakdowns.
Lyrically and vocally it's a bit more complex. The best way I can describe
it is politically charged, scream yourself hoarse emocore. I loaded the

whole thing into my iPod. From what I hear about their live shows, if they come to your town
I think they'd be worth checking out.
 

Band/album: The Photo Atlas, No, Not Me, Never
Label: Stolen Transmission
For fans of: electro dance punk, Bloc Party, At The Drive In, Fugazi
Here's what it is: This disc is 34 minutes of electrified dance punk jams
with lots of 1-2-3-4 beats and shake shake shake rhythms. The energy
comes from a crackly male voice and nails down the chalkboard guitars.
The structure comes from tight drums and a little bit of hand clapping.
It's a little bit pompous and catty so approach with caution.

Band/album: Psyopus, Our Puzzling Encounters Considered
Label: Metal Blade
For fans of: experimental, grind, math, Dillinger Escape plan, Deadguy
Here's what it is: This is a musicians album, not a listeners album. If only
these guys could harness their powers for the greater good of man... The
musicianship on this album is astounding. BUT if you're not a musician
you'll have a hard time appreciating just how amazing this disc really is
because, to the common ear it borders on pure noise. The last song is 27

minutes long. Skip past the first 22 minutes and you'll find a funny piece of grindcore served
up Pig Destroyer fiesta style. To sum this up--it's highly skilled and technical noise void of
hook and sustained melody: it registers above most peoples' comprehension...including mine. 

Band/album: Sounds Like Violence, With Blood On My Hands
Label: Deep Elm
For fans of: gritty indie rock, Interpol, She Wants Revenge, Alkaline Trio
Here's what it is: This album is a jagged mix of nervous energy, pop
hooks, and post hardcore fury. The screechy male vocals hover around a
fierce pitch while singing and delve into some pretty harsh screams when
the mood is right. The instrumentation is highly melodic while
maintaining a dark indie aesthetic. Fans of The Refused, The Hives, and

Rise Against should enjoy sulking to this disc. 

Band/album: Squarewell/Fugo split, Entrements d' Hier
Label: Engineer and Autumn Walker
For fans of: Samiam, Silverstien, Jets To Brazil, Alice Cooper, Smashing
Pumpkins
Here's what it is: This is a two band split, but it sounds more like three
bands because the sound, music, and production changes so much on
Squarewell's set. The Squarewell songs are indie punk-ish with some
distinct Samiam and Jawbreaker elements. The four Fugo songs take a

Smashing Pumpkins approach, though slightly more atmospheric. I'm reminded of
Rhinoceros by both the vocals and instrumentation. 

    


